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PIGS 
INDIVIDUAL SOW FEEDERS 
By P. M c N A M A R A , M.A. (Cantab.) Adviser, Pig Husbandry 
FOOD is the major cost in any pig enterprise and it is particularly easy for waste to occur 
in the breeding herd. 
The average requirement of feed for a 
sow in a year is 26 cwt., but on individual 
farms this figure will vary considerably 
and in most cases is greatly exceeded, 
much of the excess being wasted. Normally 
a number of sows are run together in a 
paddock and fed in troughs. The timid 
sows get pushed out and the greedy 
animals get more than their fair share. 
Sows at various stages of pregnancy have 
different feed requirements, but it is 
impossible to cater for these if all sows are 
fed together. 
Individual feeders enable the pigman to 
feed each sow according to her need, and 
enable the sows to eat their feed slowly 
or quickly as they choose. 
An interesting example of a sow's 
temperament was observed at Muresk 
Agricultural College: 
Four sows were fed together in a 
paddock and it was noticed that one was 
very spiteful and continually drove the 
others from the food. Naturally it was 
supposed that she was getting more than 
her fair share. Individual feeders were 
introduced and it was discovered that this 
sow was a very slow feeder and her aggres-
sive nature was accounted for by the 
fact that she had to keep her fellows at 
bay in order to get her share at all. 
Feeders may be constructed in banks of 
four which can be moved from place to 
place; this works well in summer when 
the ground is dry. 
However, the ideal arrangement is for 
the feeders to be placed on a concrete 
platform with a shelter over the top. Here 
sows can be fed easily and cleanly and 
can be inspected by the pigman in comfort. 
Individual sow feeders at Mr. 
G. Hill's property, Pingelly 
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Well-arranged sow paddocks will enable 
several batches of sows to use the same 
feeders in turn, thus saving on capital 
cost. 
In addition to ensuring that each sow 
is correctly fed, the pigman can examine 
the condition of each and easily identify 
them. Sows due to go to the farrowing 
accommodation can be held back whilst 
the others return to the paddock, and then 
quietly moved out of the feeders in the 
opposite direction. 
Individual sow feeders offer the follow-
ing advantages:— 
• There is an overall saving in feed. 
• Each sow gets her requirements as 
considered necessary by the pig-
man. (Better management re-
quired here). 
• Larger litters as a result of correct 
feeding and absence of fighting 
at feed time. 
• Quieter sows, easily handled and 
identified. 
Feeders may be made of a variety of 
materials depending upon availability, but 
the following features should be incor-
porated:— 
• Doors should be operated from 
the front of the pen and operated 
singly. 
• Troughs should be separate within 
each feeder and easily removable. 
• Division between the heads of 
the sows are preferably solid as 
opposed to weld mesh or bars. 
Average size for pens 6 ft. long 
by 1 ft. 6 in. wide by 3 ft. 3 in. 
high. 
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